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“Promotion of the Simi island hiking trail network”

Following the proposal of DAFNI Network and the invitation from the local professionals of Simi
island, a candidate member of DAFNI Network), an interdisciplinary group of researchers from
DAFNI Network and the Social Cooperative Enterprise “Paths of Greece” carried out an initial visit
on the island between 22 and 24 August in order to explore and promote the island’s historical
path network .

Over the years DAFNI Network has been promoting alternative and sustainable tourism. Currently,
a series of activities and collaborations with Local Authorities and private operators are taking
place in order to develop Hiking Tourism on Greek islands, since these are recognized
internationally as a top hiking destination®. The unique geocultural identity of each island enables
the simultaneous use of the developing tools of participatory planning and social economy?, the
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creation of the appropriate conditions for the sustainable promotion of the valuable heritage
associated displayed by islands’ historical paths. What’s more in the coming months, DAFNI
Network will undertake actions related to on the Culture, the Education, the Primary Sector and
manufactured goods, since the development of sustainable forms of tourism contributes in more
than one sectors creating in the same time important collaborations and prospects of local
development.

In the context of the above mentioned strategy, a qualitative field visit to the paths of Simi island,
covering a total distance of 25 kilometers, was carried out. Routes combining a variety of
ecosystems and landscapes, that form the unique identity of the island were followed, as the
gorge of Nanou, the cypress forest in the eastern part of the island (a region integrated into the
European Network «Natura 2000»), the "adopted churches and monasteries” from the families of
the island, the view points of the traditional settlements, the unique geocultural heritage
elements such as stone wine presses and monoliths and finally the colorful streets of Chorio.

In the forthcoming period, with the valuable support of “Paths of Greece”, DAFNI Network will
write a report presenting the integrated project “Promotion of the Simi island hiking trail
network”. The report will be accompanied by a detailed budget and timetable for the
implementation of its different stages. The produced material will be communicated to parties
interested in financing the project, aiming to the project’s immediate implementation.

We warmly thank all the contributors not only for their financial assistance in covering our travel
and accommodation expenses, but also for their hospitality and the confidence shows in our
effort.

We commit to working together with Local Authorities, tourism professionals, local communities,
visitors and tourists, in order to make the project “Promotion of the Simi island hiking trail
network” an important element of the island’s sustainable tourism development.

The interdisciplinary group of researchers:

e Kosmas Anagnostopoulos - Head of Spatial Planning & Sustainable Mobility Department,
DAFNI Network

e Georgia Kanellopoulou - Sustainable Tourism and Social Economy Expert, DAFNI Network

e Spiros Kinias - Architect, member of Social Cooperative Enterprise “Paths of Greece”



